

Several community resources and land uses provide important community services that make Moravia livable and allow the Village to thrive. Schools, parks,
hospitals, and community events are examples of the services and opportunities that collectively comprise a community’s Social Infrastructure. This Chapter will
review the Social Infrastructure (recreational, cultural, and historic resources) of Moravia and take a detailed look at what makes Moravia a special place. Topics
discussed in this Chapter include:
5.1 Parks, Open Space, & Recreational Resources (Moravia Central School District; Ettinger Field; Ethel Fuller Park; Trails; Water Access; Maintenance &
Preservation; Emerging Trends; Connectivity).
5.2 Cultural Resources (Cayuga Owasco Lake Historical Society; St. Matthew’s Fall Festival; Christmas in Moravia; Fillmore Days; Fillmore Auto Show).

5.3 Historic Resources (State & National Historic Registers; Historic Districts; Preserving Historic Resources).



In addition to providing basic services, Social Infrastructure establishes quality of life. Communities with strong Social Infrastructure are healthier, happier, and
more vibrate. These communities have an easier time retaining residents and attracting employers.



Social Infrastructure is one of Moravia’s strengths, establishing the Village as a desirable place to live and visit.



Investment in Social Infrastructure is an investment in the future of a community. But not all investments in Social Infrastructure are monetary. Preserving the
resources we already have can take the form of sound planning guidelines and zoning regulations; volunteer groups to maintain and promote resources; or simply
expressing community pride, kindness, and hospitality.
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Chapter 5: Social Infrastructure—Recreational, Cultural, & Historic Resources

5.1.1 Introduction
Fillmore Golf Club Source: golfadvisor.com.

Public parkland, including recreational facilities, trails, and passive
conservation and open space areas, are nonrenewable resources that should be
protected. They provide a wide range of benefits from protection of water and
air quality to improved physical, mental, and emotional health. Once lost to
another use, these spaces are difficult to recover or replace. For this reason, the
Village strongly endorses the continued provision of park and open space
facilities in all sizes and manner.

Moravia Central School Boy’s Basketball Team—2017
Champions. (Source: Moravia Central School District).

Historically, the Moravia area was at the forefront of small-town recreational
activity. Fillmore Recreation, Inc., founded in 1964, developed an ambitious
plan to encourage economic development through investment in recreational
facilities. The corporation quickly established a community golf course and
downhill ski area off of Tollgate Road, just south of the Village, and purchased
and operated the Moravia Dairy Bowl, providing eight bowling lanes in the
Village. These endeavors positioned the Village as a recreation hub for Southern
Cayuga County in the 1960s and 1970s. Unfortunately, as population continued
to decline and social and recreational preferences changed, these facilities were
abandoned or sold off. The Fillmore Golf Club, privately-owned but open to the
public, remains on Tollgate Road, just south of the Village.

The Village still supports an array of parks, recreational, and open space areas
that provide for basic community needs and enhance quality of life. In addition
to the Moravia Central School District’s several athletic fields and facilities,
there are two additional Village-owned properties, Fillmore Glen State Park,
and several other resources that offer a range of recreational opportunity and
outdoor enjoyment summarized on the following pages.
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5.1 Parks, Open Space, and Recreational Resources

Former sign at Ettinger Field.
Source: NewYorkUpstate.com

The Moravia Central School District boasts a strong athletics program, offering
16 different sports over the course of the school year. The School District also
provides many of their own sports facilities, including a gymnasium, a footballtrack and field complex, four tennis courts, and two baseball fields. School
programs also make practice use of Ettinger Field.

5.1.3 Ettinger Field

Ettinger Field. Source: Cayuga County Planning Department

Though not officially a park, the Village-owned Ettinger Fields located on the
west edge of the Village, are used as public recreation space and act as the home
of the Moravia Little League. The 28-acre parcel, situated between Alnye and
the Village’s wastewater treatment plant off of Long Hill Road, consists of five
baseball fields of varying size and extent of provisions. The largest, used by the
High School Baseball team as a practice field, is professionally sized with 90foot base paths, a fully skinned infield perimeter, a press box, dugouts, and sixfoot outfield fencing. Two smaller adjacent fields are sized for Little League
competition with 60-foot base paths. These fields also contain dugouts and
outfield fencing. The two remaining fields are considered “unimproved” as
they are simply demarcated by a backstop, fixed bases, and a pitching rubber
(raised mound?). These fields serve for informal play and their expansive, graded
grass surfaces could allow them to be used for other field sports such as soccer
or football.

Without a master plan, the facility has evolved through an “ad hoc” process
over the years. As a result, the facility is not being utilized to its maximum
potential. Amenities such as spectator seating, concessions, and shade areas are
limited. Parking is informal and the fields are generally accessed through the
Alnye parking lot immediately northeast of the main field. Developing a master
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5.1.2 Moravia Central School District

Because of its historic use as a public recreation setting, the Ettinger Field would
most likely fall under the public trust doctrine, restricting the ability of
converting the property to a private or non-recreational use. Regardless of its
legal status, Ettinger Fields provide a valuable, large open space area that is
uncommon in small communities and should be preserved and enhanced for
the benefit of the public.

5.1.4 Ethel Fuller Park

Ethel Fuller Park patron. Source: Josh Marnell.

Ethel Fuller Park is the only public park in the Village. It is a one-acre park with
a basketball court, picnic pavilion, small open-air stage, and playground
equipment. Currently, the stage is not used in any organized manner but, in the
past, the Methodist Church arranged performances in the summer. Bounded by
Mill Creek to the south, the park also provides rare public access to a streambed
for wading.

Fuller Park, however, is not without its challenges. Though located near the
center of the Village, the park has no road frontage, hindering its visibility and
challenging its perceived safety. There is no formal parking, though a sidewalk
that runs along the northern edge of the Kinney Drugs parking lot provides
access from Main Street.
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Ettinger Field. (Cayuga County Planning Department).

plan with public input will allow this valuable recreational space to better serve
the community. Identifying both necessary and desired improvements to
existing facilities that help meet the needs of current patrons and new amenities
that reflect current social and recreational preferences will help to activate this
underutilized facility and enhance the Village’s standing as the recreational
center of Southern Cayuga County.

The iconic Cowsheds at Fillmore Glen State Park. Source: ?

Moravia’s most popular public space is the Fillmore Glen State Park. Though
located just over the southern Village boundary, the Park is one of only a
handful in the New York State system that is within walking distance of a
downtown. The Park was established in the 1930s, a product of the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC). Consisting of 941 acres, Fillmore Glen State Park is
centered on the narrow Dry Creek gorge and a series of waterfalls that make it
an exemplar of natural setting and scenic beauty in the Finger Lakes region.
Both gorge and rim hiking trails offer spectacular views in a dense woods
setting and the CCC’s craftsmanship can still be admired in the stone staircase
and arch bridge at the mouth of the gorge. The Park also provides 60 campsites,
a stream-fed swimming pool, a playground, a replica of the cabin in which
President Millard Fillmore was born, and a 7,000 square-foot open-air picnic
pavilion. The pavilion, a popular location for weddings, family reunions, and
school field trips, recently underwent a $1.2 million renovation that replaced the
siding and roof and restored the structure to its CCC roots.

The Park is supported by the Friends of Fillmore Glen, a volunteer organization
that provides trail and garden maintenance and clean-up events. As discussed
later in this Chapter, the Friends group also hosts the Fillmore Days festival, a
fundraising and cultural event that helps to support the park and community.

5.1.6 Trails
Aside from the trail system contained within Fillmore Glen State Park, Moravia
is lacking in a public recreational trail system. Compact development in the
center of the Village is one reason for this shortage. However, past initiatives in
other, less developed sections of the Village have been challenging.
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5.1.5 Fillmore Glen State Park
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For example, the abandoned Lehigh Valley railroad provides a continuous, hard
-surfaced corridor that would require only minimal improvements (clearing,
grading, access) to establish not only a Village recreational resource, but one
that could potentially extend several miles north and south through the Town
and even provide access to Owasco Lake. The concept of converting abandoned
rail corridors into regional trail systems has proven successful in many other
locations in the region, including many miles north on the same corridor in the
Towns of Brutus, Cato, and Sterling. A significant difference however, is that
the trail spanning nearly 24 miles from Brutus to Sterling was largely
established on land owned by the municipalities or County. While selling off
abandoned rail corridor to government agencies was once a common practice, it
has only occurred in piecemeal fashion in Moravia. Significant portions of the
rail corridor are on private property and past initiatives to establish a public
trail on these segments has not been received favorably. The Village respects the
privacy and rights of property owners and, therefore, recognizes that
establishing a substantial “rail trail” is unlikely and not in best interest of the
public. The Village, however, should remain open to the potential to link
neighborhoods and other recreational resources using available segments of this
corridor and consider opportunities that arise on public land or with the
participation of willing property owners, particularly in areas near Ettinger
Fields or locations that provide or enhance water access.

The potential for developing a regional trail system to the southeast, utilizing
Fillmore Glen State Park and the adjacent Summerhill State Forest may be more
realistic and advantageous. The extensive public lands comprising this area,
along with existing snowmobile corridors, could allow for a regional trail
system that capitalizes on the local historic resources related to President
Millard Fillmore. Small segments of overland (roadway) connectors would be
needed to connect the State Park that bears his name and displays a replica
41

5.1.7 Water Access
Although the community has strong ties to the water, there are few existing
public access sites for boating, paddling, and fishing. This lack of access hinders
the expansion of water-based recreation and tourism in the Village, instead
ceding the associated benefits to the more accessible surrounding Towns.

Owasco Flats Paddling (Source:
Gofingerlakes.com).

Public Fishing Access to the Owasco Inlet is provided with a small DECmanaged parking area at the western edge of the Village on Aurora Street, near
the confluence of the Inlet and Mill Creek. Public Fishing Rights extend
southward from the parking lot on both banks, as well as for approximately one
-quarter mile east along Mill Creek. Taking advantage of one of the few public
access points to the Owasco Inlet and, therefore, Owasco Lake, the Village
should explore the feasibility of improving this parking area to accommodate
paddle crafts which would enable the creation of a “blueway,” providing a
continuous paddle corridor from the Village, through the Owasco Flats Nature
Preserve, to Owasco Lake. Similar to other recreational studies involving
significant natural resources, this endeavor would involve coordination with
the Town of Moravia.
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Fillmore Glen’s popular Cow Sheds waterfall. In the 19th
century, cattle reputedly sheltered near the adjacent cliffs on
hot summer days (Source: Cayuga County Planning

cabin of his birthplace with the official birthplace historic site on Fillmore Road
in Summerhill. An additional connection could potentially be made with the
Dorothy McIlroy Bird Sanctuary on Lake Como Road, thereby linking an
Important Bird Area of southern Cayuga County. Any regional trail
development in this area should be unobtrusive and sensitive to the critical
wildlife habitat of this forested area, as discussed in Chapter 4. In order to
capitalize on these resources and expand the tourism and recreational offerings
in the area, the Village of Moravia should coordinate a feasibility study of a
Regional Fillmore Trail with the Towns of Moravia and Summerhill.

The continued provision of existing parks and open spaces will only be ensured
if the facilities are well-maintained and provide amenities desired by the
community. It is therefore important to periodically evaluate recreational
preferences and facility usage to determine if needs and desires are being met.
By continually maintaining and improving these facilities, their full potential
can be realized and a positive quality of life in the community can be sustained.

5.1.9 Emerging Trends

Dammed swimming area at Fillmore Glen State Park.
Source: NewYorkUpstate.com.

Recreational needs and preferences are not static. For example, community
gardens and greenway trails were rare 20 years ago, but have now become
commonplace in many communities. Similarly, participation in youth baseball
has decreased in that timeframe, giving way to preference for soccer and
lacrosse. Changes in demographics can also alter a community’s most basic
recreation and open space needs.

The Moravia area is keenly aware of the impact of such broad shifts,
recognizing firsthand that the increasing cost of summer programming can
severely restrict the ability to provide a recreational service that is appreciated
and expected. This challenge underscores the importance of municipalities
working together, being nimble, and responding to the needs and desires of
their communities.

5.1.10 Connectivity

Connectivity of open space and recreational amenities focuses on a broader
view of improving individual spaces as well as creating a whole that is greater
than the sum of its parts. Facilities that are linked to the downtown via
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Fillmore Glen State Park: (Friends of Fillmore).

5.1.8 Maintenance and Preservation

5.2 Cultural Resources

Wood carvings in St. Matthew’s Church
(Source: backroadstraveler.blogspot.com).

For a community of relative small size, Moravia has an abundance of cultural
facilities and events that enhance community life. Some of the more notable
cultural resources include:

5.2.1 Cayuga-Owasco Lakes Historical Society (COLHS)
The Cayuga-Owasco Lakes Historical Society is a not-for-profit organization
dedicated to preserving the history and heritage of the southeastern corner of
Cayuga County. A focal point of their efforts is the preservation and
presentation of information and items related to the United States’ 13th
President and Moravia-native Millard Fillmore. COLHS’ museum is located in
the Village.

5.2.2. St. Matthew’s Fall Festival
On a Saturday every November, the St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church welcomes
the public to its open house and fall festival. The festival includes a bazaar with
crafts by local artisans, homemade lunch, baked goods, and raffles. The church
also gives tours of its wood-carved interiors.
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pedestrian connections and signage not only enhance their own standing, they
produce a cohesive, complementary system that is capable of extending visit
time, supporting large-scale events and festivals, and encouraging downtown
shopping and dining. Pedestrian linkages to facilities such as Fuller Park, the
Ettinger Fields, and Fillmore Glen State Park should be evaluated whenever
opportunities arise.

Christmas in Moravia: Source: ?

Held in early December, the “Christmas in Moravia” community event is a
popular holiday celebration that features several events including a parade, a
reindeer run 5k run, bike raffle, and horse and carriage rides. Vendors and food
and beverage offerings, such as wine tastings and hot cocoa round out the
event.

5.2.4 Fillmore Days
After a 20-year hiatus, Fillmore Days were brought back in 2019. The Moravia
tradition features live music, food trucks, arts and crafts vendors, and outdoor
movies at the library. The event now serves as the chief fundraising event for
the Friends of Fillmore Glen.

Bathtub Race at Fillmore Days. Source: Friends of
Fillmore.

A unique highlight of the festival has always been the bathtub race. The races
began in the 1970s, inspired by the apocryphal story that Moravia-born
President Millard Fillmore installed the first bathtub in the White House.
Historically, racers sped down Main Street in tubs mounted on steel frames
with caster wheels. Due to safety concerns and road closure challenges, the race
was retired in 2000, only to be revived in 2019, albeit in a safer setting. The
current incarnation has the race taking place along a flat stretch of road inside
Fillmore Glen State Park.

5.2.5 Fillmore Auto Show
For more than 40 years, the popular Fillmore Auto Show has been held at the
State Park. The event typically features hundreds of vehicles competing in
different classes. The event also includes a flea market, barbecue, and raffle.
Money raised from the event is donated back to the community.
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5.2.3 Christmas in Moravia

As discussed in Chapter 2, the Village of Moravia is rich in history and
storytelling. Several stately buildings from the late 19th century still grace our
streets, and those that have succumbed to the advances of time and progress are
extensively documented through State Historic Markers and museum curation.
The memories of people and events that helped to shape the community are still
shared through publications and, most tangibly, in stories of civic pride and
community. These resources are among the most unique and valuable that
Moravia possesses as they not only shine a light on our past, but help to reveal
the elements of our identity we wish to keep intact while moving forward.

5.3.1 State and National Historic Registers
The National Historic Preservation Act was established in 1966, followed by the
State Preservation Act of 1980, with the purpose of identifying and helping to
preserve buildings, structures, districts, objects, and site with significance in
history, architecture, archeology, engineering, and culture. Registered
properties in these voluntary programs may receive a 20% federal income tax
credit for the costs of rehabilitation and are also afforded a measure of
protection from the effects of state or federal agency-sponsored, licensed, or
assisted projects through a notice, review, and consultation process. The Village
of Moravia contains several properties on these registers, as listed in the chart
on the right.

The Village recognizes the importance of these properties in defining our
community’s history and character and should continue to support their
participation in these programs.

Name

Location

Program

Henry Allen House

12 E. Cayuga St.

National

House at 15 E. Cayuga St.

15 E. Cayuga St.

National

House at 17 Aurora St.

17 Aurora St.

National

House at 20 Aurora St.

20 Aurora St.

National

House at 21 W. Cayuga St.

21 W. Cayuga St.

National

House at 31 W. Cayuga St.

31 W. Cayuga St.

National

House at 37 W. Cayuga St.

37 W. Cayuga St.

National

House at 36 S. Main St.

36 S. Main St.

National

House at 46 S. Main St.

46 S. Main St.

National

John McGeer House

7 Aurora St.

National

Moravia Union Cemetery

NY Route 38

National

Morse Farm

53. S. Main St.

National

Sager House

12 W. Cayuga St.

National

Scarry House

18 Aurora St.

National

Tuthill-Green House

52 S. Main St.

National
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5.3 Historic Resources

There are two historic districts in the Village of Moravia, representing intact
historic neighborhoods that retain a continuity of design and use. The lack of
modern intrusions in these neighborhoods creates immersive settings not found
elsewhere in the Village.

Church Street-Congress Street Historic District
Roughly bounded by South Main Street, Church Street, and Congress Street,
this Historic District represents the first era of growth, from the initial pioneer
movement through the end of the 19th century. The district, containing 123
contributing buildings and structures, is characterized by a diversity of styles.

Moravia’s Christ United Methodist Church (Cayuga
County Planning Department).

As the name suggests, the district also includes its share of churches in a variety
of styles and materials, as well as a church green. These churches are important
in understanding the historical and architectural development of Moravia. The
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church represents one of the earliest congregations in
Moravia. The church has been reconstructed twice, most recently in 1897.
Though significant for its architecture, the most notable features are the chancel
carvings and sculptures of Hans Meyer, from the Oberammergau school in
Bavaria, Germany. St. Matthew’s hosts annual tours and open houses to share
the exquisite design and craftsmanship of these sculptures with the public. Also
present in the district: the Christ United Methodist Church (1872), the First
Baptist Church (1875), and St. Patrick’s Catholic Church (1884). These
institutions also represent significant contributions to the architectural, cultural,
and social history of the Village.
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St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church (Source: Cayuga
County Planning Department).

5.3.2 Historic Districts

North Main Street Historic District
Established in 1993, the North Main Street Historic District stretches
approximately a quarter-mile north from Cayuga Street. The 43 structures that
comprise this district are predominantly residences of the Italianate style. The
prevalence of large brick structures on large lots in this area signifies the period
of development and prosperity spurred by railroad expansion in the decades
following the Civil War.

Tuthill House in the North Main Street Historic District
(Source: Cayuga County Planning Department).

Several of the houses in this district belonged to Moravia businessmen whose
civic contributions helped to define the Village we know today. William E.
Keeler is closely associated with 12 North Main Street, though it is uncertain if
he ever lived in the house. Keeler was a founder of the First National Bank and
a trustee of the Congregational Church. He also helped found the Powers
Library, the Indian Mound Cemetery, and the high school. Foundry owner
Hector H. Tuthill, who served on the New York State Assembly in 1879 and
1880, lived in the house at 18 North Main Street.

The Andrews House, at 19 North Main Street, played a central role in the
Spiritualism movement that swept across upstate New York in the 1880s. Mrs.
Mary Andrews, a popular spiritualist and medium, held séances here. Her
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Example of Italianate design in the North Main Street
Historic District (Source: Cayuga County Planning
Department).

Other properties of notable historical significance in the district include the
Cyrus Powers Library on Church Street, named for the Judge’s son who
donated his collection and funds to construct the building. Having opened in
1880, it is considered the oldest building in New York State in continuous use as
a library.

5.3.3 Preserving Historic Resources

Moravia’s Historic Powers Library (Cayuga County Planning Department).

Moravia also contains many older structures that reflect its history, culture, and
heritage but do not appear on the historic registers and are outside of historic
districts. For example, there are several well-maintained examples of Greek
Revival, Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival style houses along Aurora and
South Main streets.

Many things can adversely impact a historic downtown, especially if an historic
resource does not have the measures of protection previously discussed. Age,
deferred maintenance, inappropriate alterations, and lack of recognition all
have the possibility to diminish these resources if the proper means of
preservation are not in place.

Additional protection tools are available to the Village and should be deployed
to ensure Moravia retains its historic character. First and foremost, zoning
should be used to strengthen regulations to ensure that historic structures, as
well as surrounding development, do not detract from the overall quality of the
character. For example, the creation of an overlay district that provides
additional regulations or oversight will help to focus attention on the
neighborhoods most at risk and in need of assistance. Design guidelines can be
applied to the overlay district to ensure that alterations or new construction
meet a certain established standard and do not negatively impact architecturally
significant features or structures. Similarly, establishing a Historic Preservation
Review Board can provide specialized review by an expertly-qualified group to
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credentials and reputation attracted guests from far and wide; in fact, local
legend contends that Mary Todd Lincoln even visited on one occasion.
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ensure that new development or redevelopment in an historic district is
consistent and compatible with the historic character.

The Village also has the ability to partner with various groups throughout the
community. Schools, churches, community groups, and not-for-profit
institutions have the potential to provide assistance in educating, supporting,
and rehabilitating historic structures throughout Moravia. As discussed, the St.
Matthew’s Fall Festival is a good example of community interaction and
support of an historic resource. The community presence of the Cayuga-Owasco
Lakes Historic Society is another opportunity for the Village to partner with a
group that is already working toward engaging and educating the community
on the importance of historic resources.
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1.

2.

3.

4.

Continue to provide facilities that are safe, clean, and well-maintained.


Identify document all safety, cleanliness, and general maintenance concerns.



Review responsibilities and budget constraints to address these maintenance issues and establish a long-term maintenance plan that reflects limitations.



Reduce vandalism by installing cameras and lighting along trails and within parks.

Identify underutilized spaces and facilities that have the potential to create additional and/or improved recreational opportunities.


Conduct a periodic needs assessment for recreational and park amenities.



Develop a master plan for Ettinger Fields that relies on public input and seeks to use the available space to broaden recreational opportunities in the area.



Engage the community in a discussion on activating Fuller Park and identifying amenities that could serve older, less mobile segments of the community.



Seek grant funding for identified park renovations and upgrades where appropriate.

Evaluate opportunities to expand the recreational offerings in the Village and surrounding rural areas.


Explore the feasibility of a Regional Fillmore Trail utilizing existing public lands and rights-of-way.



Identify and document potential opportunities to connect existing facilities with the downtown and to develop new multi-modal trail facilities.



Explore the feasibility of a paddle craft “blueway” on the Owasco Inlet that links the Village with Owasco Lake.

Actively promote and expand opportunities for cultural events and entertainment in the Village.


Establish and encourage social media promotion of the Village’s cultural resources and events.



Review and amend land use regulations to remove barriers and encourage entertainment and tourism-based uses such as cafes, restaurants, art galleries, antique
shops, and bed & breakfast operations.



Expand cultural offerings by actively recruiting institutions such as the Cayuga County Fair, Big 6 Picnic, and VFW.
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5.4 Goals & Implementation Measures

5.

Recognize and promote Village history and the role and value of historic structures and resources within the Village.


Establish and encourage social media promotion of the Village’s historic and cultural resources and events.



Seek funding and support appropriate funding requests to preserve, rehabilitate, and register historic structures within the Village.



Review and amend land use regulations to determine appropriate protection measures of historic structures and districts, such as an overlay district,
Architectural Review Board, or enhanced site plan review, while ensuring that new or enhanced regulations are not burdensome to new development.



Develop an historic walking tour brochure that identifies historically significant structures, places, and events in the Village.
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5.4 Goals & Recommendations (cont.)

